Forty seven individuals (from 1(i kindreds) without prior evidence of retinal hae mangiomas underwent full ophthalmological assessment as part of a comprehensive screening programme for Von Hippel-Lindau disease. Ten were known to be affected on the basis of non-ocular involvement and 37 were at 50% risk of having the abnormal gene. Seventeen angiomas were detected in 14 individuals (six affected patients and eight at risk relatives). Regular detailed ophthalmological assessment is important for all patients with von Hippel-Lindau disease and for relatives at risk of inheriting the abnormal gene. (Table I ). Ten were known to be affected by VHL on the basis of non-ophthalmic manifestations of the disor der (mean age +/-SD 40.8 +/-13.0, range 19-62 years), and 37 were asymptomatic rela tives at 50% risk of inheriting the abnormal 
). Ten were known to be affected by VHL on the basis of non-ophthalmic manifestations of the disor der (mean age +/-SD 40.8 +/-13.0, range 19-62 years), and 37 were asymptomatic rela tives at 50% risk of inheriting the abnormal were. present in one eye and another with a large optic disc haem angioma had an epiret inal membrane involving the macula (Fig. 2) .
Of 37 relatives at 50% risk of inheriting the VHL disease mutation 11 were found to be affected as a result of ophthalmoscopic and systemic screening. however small is significant in this regard.
That fluorescein angiography appears to increase the sensitivity of the examination jus tifies its use in those subjects at risk of having the abnormal gene but in whom there are no 
